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healthy. 1 intend, if the Child dies, to do what 

I can to get it, and make a Prcfent of it to the Royal 

Society. 



XXIII. A ^Dijfertation on the Situation of the 
mtcient Roman Station of Delgovitia in 
Yorkfhire; by John Burton, of York. 
M. D. 

Read May 28. r "~¥ "1 H E learned Antiquarians have hi- 
1 747 JL r hcrto been greatly at a Lofs to find 

the Place where the delgovitia of the Romans really 
ftood ; feme fuppofing it at one Place ? and fome zt 
another. 

My worthy and learned Friend Mr. Francis 'Drake, 
in his excellent Hiftory and Antiquities of Tork, has 
given us every thing which has hitherto been wrote 
in Support of the Claim made by each Place to the 
Honour of riling out of the Ruins of that ancient 
Town 5 together with his Reafons for fixing that 
Station at Londesburgh\ all which I beg Leave to 
recapitulate in as few Words as poffible, and to make 
fome few Remarks thereupon, before I proceed to 
fhew where I think 'Delgovitia really was. 

There are three Places where the Site of Delgo- 
vitia has been fix'd at $ viz. Weighton, Godmanham, 
and Londesburgh. See the Map in Tab. X. 

The Reafons offered for fixing it at Weighton are 
three ; 

Firfiy From the fuppofed Derivation of the Name. 

Secondly, From fomething like a Tumulus, being 
at the Eaft End of the Town. And 

Aaaa 2 Thirdly y 
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Thirdly, Bccaufe the Diftancc from Derventto 
agrees with the Itinerary. 

As to the firft, the learned Cambden would have 
Delgovitia to be derived from the Britijh Word 
"Delgwe, which fignifics the Statues or Images of the 
Heathen Gods; therefore, as fome Perfons would 
have Weight on to be derived from fomething of the 
like Caufe, upon no other Foundation, than that 
Weighielberg in Germany is noted by Conrad Geltes, 
fays Dr. Gale-, as a remarkable Town in thofe Parts. 

Another Perfon (a) fays, that T)elgovitia was 
called "Devovicia, or *Delvovicia \ from whence take 
Vic, and add the Saxon Termination Ton, there is 
fomething like Wight on \ cfpeciaily when we con- 
itder that the Saxon U and W were founded alike. 

Both thefe (fuppofed) Proofs for Weight on will 
drop, when we confider, that an eafier and much 
more probable Derivation of it may be found out:; 
the Name being intirely Saxon, and is plainly derived 
from the Saxon Word jej, or j?aej, Via> Stra- 
tum, a Road or Street; and from the Verb pe^an* 
ire, tranfire, to travel: The Termination Ton is ob- 
vious to all; fo the Belgic or High-Dutch Wcch, 
Wegh, Weghe, are the fame with our Way, and %- 
nity the fame Thing. This is mod likely, bccaufe 
IVeighton now (lands at the Conjuncture of feverai 
Roads, which here meet, and run from thence by 
Kexby-Bridge to Tork, and thence may be called 
Weighton, or Way -Town* The Roman military 
Ways, both from Trgtonmn and from Lindurn, took 

a 
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a different Courfe, and went by Londesburgh> as I 
ihall flhew in the Sequel > and the old Road being 
turn'd this Way, a new Town fprung up, which took 
its Name from the Occafion of altering the Road, 

The fecond Reafon offered to prove JVeighton to 
have been "Delgovitia is, becaufe Mr. Horfeley ob* 
ferved fomcthmg like a Tumulus at the Welt End of 
the Town. This alone is (o weak an Argument to 
prove this Place a Roman Station, that I (hall take 
up no Time in endeavouring to confute it, I muft 
alfo remark, that there arc not the leaft Remains of 
any Roman Road leading to Weighton? which there 
always arc to any known Roman Station. 

The third Reafon . offer cl, is, becaufe this Place 
agrees fo near with the Diftance from TDerventh, 
as mention'd in the Itinerary $ but this Argument 
muft fall, when 1 fhall fhew in the Sequel, that it is 
not true in Faft, having had the Road meafured. 

There is no other Reafon offcr'd, why c Delgovitia 
was where Godmanham now is, than that this latter 
Place was faid, by Venerable Bede> to be Locus Ido- 
lorum,. or a Place of idols. Mr. Burton y in his It in* 
Anton, feems to lay a Strefs on the quondam Idolo- 
rum LocitSy and fays, It may allude, as well to Ro- 
man Idols as Saxon: But this is too far ftrain'd 5 
and we may juftly enough conclude, that this was a 
Temple neither of Roman Stru&urc nor Worfhip, 
but a Place dedicated to Saxon Idolatry ; fuch a one 
as is defcribed. in Verflegan, inclofcd with a Hedge 
inftcad of a Wall : For we find the curious Mr. 'Drake 
made a very ftrifi Enquiry, and could not perceive 
the lead Remains of any Ruins.? meeting with no- 
thing 
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thing twt Holes and Hills, where Chalk or Lime- 
Tits had been made. 

There being not fufficicnt Proof offcr'd to fix Del- 
govitia here, I (hall now proceed to examine what 
Mr. 'Drake brings, to prove that Londesburgh may 
claim this Honour, he being the firft Pcrfon who has 
attempted to fhew it; and I muft own, has brought 
much more fubftantial Rcafons to fupport his Opi- 
nion, than have been mention'd in Behalf of either 
Weight on or Godmanham. Thcfc arc five in Num- 
ber; viz. 

Firft) From the Name of the Place, /. e. Burgh 
or Brought 

Secondly j The Diftance from Eboracum and *2>r- 
ventio will anfwer the calculated Miles in the 
Itinerary j as well as Weight on. 

Thirdly \ Becaufe the Roman Road lay that Way. 

Fourthly y Becaufe Roman Coins are found there. 
And 

Fifthly-, Becaufe there are Repofttories for the Dead 
often found. 

As to the firft ; That it might derive Part of its 
Name, viz,. Burgh, from a Fortrefs on Land, I 
agree toj and very likely there might have been 
ibme Guards kept there y becaufe it (lands fo high, 
that it commands the Profpeft of the whole Country 
from thence to Brough, where the Romans ufed to 
ferry over to and from Lincoln ; as appears by the 
military Road on both Sides the River. Here might, 
I fay, have been a Guard kept, to fee that no Enemy 
came on that Side to furprife them in their Station ; 
and which indeed feems to be the more confirmed 
by the Coins found here, as well as the Number 
7 of 
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of huma-n Bones. Tho' this laft is no certain Proof f 
becaufe a Battle or Skirmiih might have been fought 
near or upon this Place j- which indeed fcems to have 
been the Cafe, fo many Bodies being found together > 
yet, when join'd with other Circumftanccs, it helps 
flrongly to confirm his Opinion. But I have not 
heard of any old Foundations, Ruins, or RomanJP&vc- 
ments having been difcover'd in or near this Place. 

The fecond Rcafon offer'd is, becaufe it will an- 
fwer the calculated Miles in the Itinerary. This 
Place comes nearer the Itinerary than Weighton ; 
but this Point I fhall wave difcufimg, till I come to 
treat of that Place where I think c Delgovitia flood. 

The third Rcafon is, becaufe the military Way led 
thither from B rough. This, tho' a Proof that the 
Ramans palled and repaired where that Place now 
(lands, yet is no Proof of its being a Roman Station. 

The fourth Rcafons I have already fpoke to under 
the firft Head here offer'd ; fo I (hall now proceed to* 
prove, I hope, where "Delgovitia really flood. 

I fhall not fpend much Time in fpeaking of the 
Wifdom of the Romans, either in their military or 
political Capacity : Some few Things however, tend- 
ing that Way, 1 am obliged to mention, in order to, 
{hew their Motives for fixing a Station in the Place 
I hint at, and then I (hall endeavour to bring my 
Proofs that that Station was their TDelgovitia. 

Among others,, thefe were ftrong Reafons foi 
keeping the feveral Stations 5 viz. to guard the Pafles, 
to keep the Country in. Awe, and to have a con- 
fiderable Number of Men together, to prevent a Sur- 
prize from any foreign Invafion, and fometimes to 
fecure a Supply of Provifion. 

1 don't 
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1 don't know any Part of the County of York that 
equired fo ftrong a Guard as this Place (ftroiigir has 
been, is evident from the Plan of the Camp) 5 becaufe 
5t is fo fituated, that York, for want of this Station, 
might have been fooncr furprifed, either by any foreign 
Enemies, who might have made a Defcent upon them, 
from either thcllumber, or German Ocean 5 or from an 
Infurre&ion of the Inhabitants of the Eaft -Riding-, both 
which arc by this Station fufficicntly guarded againft. 
It likewife gave them an Opportunity of receiving 
and defending their Recruits, cither from Rome, or 
from any other of the Southern Parts of the Ifland 5 
who could either come by Water, or crofs the River 
from out of Lincolnshire. 

As the guarding their Partes was one ftrong Rcafon for 
fixing Stations,, any Perfon, by looking on and examin- 
ing the annexed Map, {fee Tab. X.) and the Draught 
of the Camp, {fee Tab. IX.) will eafily atone View, 
fee why that Place muft be preferable for fuch a Station; 
for it is juft at the Angle where four Roman military 
Ways meet 3 fo that, by guarding fufficiently that one 
Pafs, they fecur'd all the four Roads $ which, had they 
been ftation'd either at Weight on^ Godmanham y or Lon- 
desburgh, they could not with the fame Men have 
done. This will be more evident, by drawing a Line 
of the Roman Road on the Map of York/hire from 
Brough Ferry on the River Humber thro' Londes- 
burgh Park to Malton> and from Stamford- Bridge 
to yPattrington near Sfurnhead $ and then you will 
find that the Roads erois each other betwixt or near 
Millmton and V/artre Priory. 

Moreover the Country itfclf, by Nature, helped, 
With only little Art, to make their Camp at that 

time 
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time almoft impregnable, the Hills being from tfo to 
90 Yards perpendicular in Height, and their Sides 
very ftcep, which are very apparent in the Plan. 

From one Part of this Camp they could fee a great 
way towards Malton, and all the Way down the 
great Vale of Tork, from near Harnbleton- Hilh 
to Howden, and * from Londesburgh (where I 
doubt not but they kept a Wat civ Guard) they could 
fee all the Way from How den to Br ough Ferry* 
Hence they could not be furprifed from the South- 
Eaft, South-Weft, or North- Weft Quarters; there- 
fore they had only chiefly the Eaftern Sides to for- 
tify ? and how they have done that, the Plan of their 
Camp (Tab. IX.) will better (hew than I can defcribe. 

Another Reafon for their fixing here is very evi- 
dent 5 becaufe, at the Foot of the Hill, not 100 
Yards from where the Roman Pavement was, there 
are two Springs of fine clear Water, which, united, 
form what they call the Beck. Thcfe Springs never 
fail, even in the hotteft and drieft Summers (a rare 
thing to be met with upon the Wolds) and there is 
not another Spring within two Miles of that Place, 
but what is either quite dried up, or greatly dimi- 
niihed in a dry Seafon 5 infomuch that at this Day, 
in fomc Seafon?, the People are obliged to drive 
their Cattle fcveral Miles hither for Water. 

From this Situation their Army could never want 
Provifions, having a free Communication either by 
Land or Water, with the Southern Parts of the 
lfland. 

All that Part of the Plan of the Camp (Tab. IX.) 
marked a. a. a. a. defcribes deep Valleys; from the 
Bottom of which to the Top of the Kills are in general 

B b b b from 
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from 60 to 90 -Yards in perpendicular Height, and 
the Sides are very deep. All along the Hills, from 
Vale to Vale are Roman Works, reprcfented in 
the Plan at b.b.b.b.y fo that nothing could pafs 
that Way, without the Knowledge and Con- 
fent of the Guards* It niuft alfo be obferved, that, 
of all the Works, thofe guarding the Parts toward 
Bridlington are the ftrongeft; they being from 4 to 
6 Ditches in Breadth, each of which are 10 or iz 
Yards broad. 

At the Places marked c,c.c*c, in the Valleys, 
were Watch- Guards, kept to prevent any Surprize, 
by the Enemy attempting to get at the Station that 
Way. 

All thefe Works inclofe 4185- Acres of Ground ; 
whence it is evident here niuft have been a large 
Army. You fee in fevcral Places where their Tumuli 
or Barrows were, reprefented by little green Hills. 

Having fhewn the Fortifications and Out works of 
the Camp, I will now prove the Part within thefc 
on which ^Delgovitia ftood. 

About half a Mile North-Eaft of MilTmgton, on the 
South Side of a gently doping Hill, were found fevcral 
Stone Foundations of Buildings of different Sizes, and 
of different Shapes,* among which were found fevc- 
ral Fragments of Roman Pavements, Raman Tiles, 
Flues, and two Roman Coins, all or the chief of which 
arc reprefenixd in their refpc&ivc Colours in Tab. IX. 
and X. Thefe are all Proofs of the Buildings harm:: 
Roman. There was likcwifc dug up a Piece of a 
large Stone Pillar, of about fix Feet in Length, but 
of no regular Order 5 which, notwithstanding, might 
yet be Roman*, for we can't fiippofe thofe military 

People 
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People fo well skiird in Archite&are as the Artlfls 
at Rome. 

If c Delgovitia (as Cambde?z hints) be derived from 
the Britijh Word 'Delgwe^ which fignifies Statncs or 
Heathen Gods, this Place may lay claim to a Title 
on that Account, much fooner than either Weighton 
or Godmanharn*, for here was dug up a circular 
Foundation refembling a Temple in all Appearance* 
being wirhin of 4jr Feet Diameter, and the Founda- 
tion was near five Feet thick. 

Near to this circular Building, but South of it, 
were the Foundations of two oblong fquare Build- 
ing, but with a ftrait Entrance, not two Feet wide, 
wherein I apprehend they put in the Fuel and Fire 
for their Sacrifices 5 there being evident Marks of 
burning upon the Stones, they being almoft burnt 
thro' : Moreover, in digging in the middle of thefe 
two Buildings, we found about half a Yard thick of 
Afhes, wherein were fome few fmall Pieces of Wood, 
Fuel, and Pieces of Brute-Bones, chiefly burnt, and 
a great Part of an Horn of a large Deer, which I now 
have by me. 

Eaft of thefe were laid open the Foundations of 
another fquare Building, wherein we found the Pave- 
ments, Coins, &c. as are here reprefented in Tab, 
X. 

The Situation of thefe Buildings was very ftrong, 
being guarded on the South-Eaft and North-Eaft by 
a deep Vale, the Sides of which are very fteep. 

From what has been faid, I think there is nothing 
wanting now to prove this to have been the "Delgo- 
*uitia, but to reconcile the Dittance as mention'd in 
the Itinerary. 

B b b b 2 From 
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From Eboracurn to c Derventio M. 5P. VII, 
Prom Derventio to c Delgovitia M. T. XIII. 

Total M. y. XX. 



I had the Road meafured from Tork to the circular 
Building or Temple, and the Particulars were as fol- 
lows* m, 

Miles. Yards.. 

From Tork to Stamford-Bridge^ or Tier-l 

ventio, were — i ^ l54 

From Stamford-Bridge to the firft Begin-? 

ning of the Roman Works, \ 7 20 9 

From the firft Barrier to the circular Foun-7 

dation, - — — * — -J 3 IJ2 

From the Temple to the Eaft Side of the 7 , 

Works is — J 2 ? ° 



Total ij\ f$ 



This, tho' not exactly the fame Diftance mention'd 
in the Itinerary, is yet nearer it than either Londes- 
burgh j Weighton, or Godmanham 5 for Londesburgh 
is five computed Miles farther than this Place $ and 
if we add 1 Mile and a half more (they in general 
meafuring one Third more than computed at), 
then it will be about 6 Miles and a half $ which, 
added to 17 Miles and a Quarter, will make Lon- 
desburgh to be 23 Miles and three Quarters from 
Torky which differs more from the Itinerary than 
the Place where I fuppofe the "Delgovitia to have 
been. Both Godmanham and Weight on are ftill far- 
ther off, the laft being 3 computed Miles from Lon- 
desburgh > 
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desburgh \ and if it mcafurcs one Third more, then 
it will amount to 4 Miles and a half 5 which, added 
to 23 Miles and three Quarters, will make the Dis- 
tance betwixt Eboracum and Weighton, by ^Derten- 
tio and Londesburgh? to be 28 Miles one Quarter. 

I think this little Variation from the Itinerary 
not to be an Argument ftrong enough to prove this 
Place not to have been the c Delgovitia, when put 
in Competition with the Situation, &c. which at 
one View both of the Map and Plan will appear ; 
confidering at the fame time, that the Proportion be- 
twixt the Roman Mille Taffuum and our Miles is 
nearly as 19 to 21. 

From what I have faid, I think it is evident, that 
neither Weighton, Godmanham, nor Lendesburgh, 
ftand where Ttelgovitia was. I have in the firft 
Place (hewn the Probability of this Place near Mil- 
lingtonbc'mg the Station, from the known Prudence 
of the Romans, becaufe one Set of Men could de- 
fend the whole four Pafles; which could not have 
been done, had they been placed at Weighton> 
Godmanham, or Londesburgh. 

Secondly , I have (hewn, that, from the very Situ- 
ation and Nature of the Country, there required but 
little Art to make their Camp, at that time, almoft 
impregnable 5 the Valleys in general being from 60 
to 90 Yards deep, and the Sides thereof very fteep. 

Thirdly r , That from this Camp and Londesburgh 
they might fee the whole Country from the Hum- 
ber on the South-Eaft, up the Vale of Tork on the 
Weft towards the North-Weft Side; Co that no 
Army could furprifc them that Way, 

8 Fourthly 7 
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Fourthly j That they could always have a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of Provisions, and never want Water, 
even in the hotteft Summers. And, 

Fifthly, That there has been a Roman Station 
here, as is evident from the Roman Pavement, 
Coins, Tiles, and Foundations of the Ruins : And if 
the Romans had had a Station at Weighton, Godman- 
ham> or Londesburgh, they would fcarce have had 
one fo near the other. 

All thefe Things concur in proving this to be the 
Site of c Delgovitia ; and there is or can be no Argu- 
ment brought againft iti except that, by the Itinerary, 
the Diftance from Eboracum by 1)erventio, is fee 
down at XX M. !P. and by our Meafure the Diftance 
from Tork to the circular Foundation, in the Camp, 
is only 17 Miles, one Quarter, and 55 Yards 5 fo that 
there is above two meafur'd Miles and one half Dif- 
ference. In Anfwer to this, I fay, May not the Iti- 
nerary be as wrong here as in fome other Places 5 
which is very evident in feveral Inftances ) And as it is 
wrong in fome others, I doubt not but it may be fo 
in this: Befides, the Romans might calculate from 
the Center of Tprk\ and this Mcniurauon only goes 
from the Bar at Walmgate to the circular Foundation 
in the Roman Camp. But iuppolmg the Itinerary 
to be exa&ly right, yet, when the Difference betwixt 
the Roman MiL Taff. and our Miles is calculated, I 
Jbelieve it will end all Difputes on that Score. 
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An Appendix to the foregoing 'Paper, by Mr. 
Fr. Drake Kft.'S. 

TIME, winch fubverrs and defiroys the greatcft Works 
of Mankind, hath an equal Property of bringing 
Things to Light. The Delcovit i a of the Romans 
in this Country, fo long fought after by Cambdcn, and other 
Writers, as well as my fell, is at length difcover'd fo far, 
that there is no need of any more Conjecture about it. 

Being informed, in the Year 1745, of fome Roman Cu- 
riofities found in a Field near Millington^ on the Wolds^ Dr. 
Burton of Tork and myfelf let out to furvey them. On our 
coming to the Place, an intelligent Countryman and his 
Father conduced us to a large plain Field, on the South 
Side of Millington Wood, where we were fhewed feveral 
Foundations of Buildings under Ground, on the very Stones 
of which the apparent Marks of Fire may be traced. Two 
Bafes of Pillars, of an irregular Order, and a large Piece of a 
Column, were alfo difcover'd ; feveral Pieces of teflelated 
Pavements, Roman Bricks, Tiles, &V. were dug up. The 
Father told us, that, about 40 Years before, he faw the Foun- 
dations of a circular Building, about fifteen Yards Diameter, 
dug up in this Place ; which muft have been the Veftigcs of 
fome Circus or Temple : That it had been the Cuftom for the 
Inhabitants of their Village, Time out of Mind, to dig for 
Stones in this Ground when they wanted ; and that they 
muft often do, in a Country almoft clear of fuch Materials. 
The Church of Millington itfelf feems to have been built 
out of the Ruins of this antient Roman Station. 

That this was really the Delgovitia fo long fought af- 
ter, I think, is beyond Contradiction. The Diftance from 
Tork coincides very juftly with the Itinerary ; nineteen or 
twenty Italian Miles agrees pretty well with our prefenf 
Computation ; and at the fame time points out the true 
military Way from the Humber to Tork. Inftead of forcing 
a Road through the Vale, the Romans very wifely chofe to 

mount 
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mount the Mills as foon as poffible •, and therefore directed 
their Sir alum from York to the Ford, over the River Der- 
went at Stainfordburg ; and from thence in a dircdt Line to 
Garrowby Hill ; which I take to be corrupted from Bar- 
rowby, many of thole Tumuli or Barrows being near this 
Place. On the Top of this Mountain, as I may well call 
it, though the Road turns up it by an eafy Afcent, begins 
a Series of fuch enormous Works for Fortification, as the 
like is not to be met with in the whole liland. 

This Road on the Summit of the Hill in a llrait Line 
points dire&ly for Surely or Burlington-Bay, the Sinus 
Salittaris of Ptolemy. But another Road to the right 
takes a different Courfc, and comes down to the Ruins I 
have before mentioned. From thence the Road leads dire&ly 
to Londesburg, the Place which I once thought the Station 
fought for : It pafles thro* Lord Burlington ?> Park, where 
more of it was laid open laft Year than I had before fecn, 
in widening the large and noble Canal in that Inclofure. 
This Place was before a Morafs, and the Romans were 
obliged to force a Way through it, which is eight Yards 
broad, and laid with Stone edgeways to a great Depth. 
The Road pafled up the Hill on the other Side this marfhy 
Place, and divided into two Branches on the Top of it ; 
one Way pointing through Weight on to Brough on the 
Number, and the other by the Eaft End of Godmondham 
direftly for Beverley -, which now I am convinced alfo was 
the Pe tv aria of Ptolemy. From which laft Station it 
mult have gone out diredtly for Patrington or Spumhead ; 
one of which was certainly the Roman Praetorivm, 
mentioned as the laft Stage in the firft itinerary Route of 
Antoninus. 

This Sea-Port muft be very commodious to touch at, 
either going or returning from Gaul, or the Belgic Coafts, 
and bringing military Stores, fc?r. from thence, either to 
York or Malton \ to which laft Place the Camolodvnvm 
of Ptolemy, another Road branches out, apparently from 
the Conjunftion on the Top of ' Gar TGwby -Hill, and leads 
diredtly to it. But to return to our Delgovitja. 
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The Situation of this Place is admirable, and the ftupen- 
dous Works about it, thrown up for a Defence to this Sta- 
tion, and the fevcral grand Roads near it, arc not to be de- 
ferred. The Town itfelf was placed on a Declivity of a 
Hill, almofl: full South ; and very near its Ruins ariie fome 
rapid Springs of excellent Water; and lb copious, as, when 
joined in one Stream, turns a Mill ; from which I iuppofe 
the Name of Millington has proceeded. There was alfo 
lately difcover'd a Well above a Mile E. b S. from thefe 
Springs, dug thro* the folid Rock, Twenty-fix Yards deep, 
which muft have been a Roman Work. 

To the South-Weft there are no Ramparts thrown 
up*, but to the Eaft, North -Eaft, and due North, the 
whole Country is full of them. The Vales are all of 
them guarded by fmall Encampments at their Angles ; the 
Veftiges of the Barracks, now vifible, are called by the 
Country People the Camps, Thefe were to prevent any 
fudden Surprize that Way. On the Hills, from Vale to 
Vale, fome of which are from 60 to 90 Yards deep, and 
prodigious fteep, are thrown up Works, as Ramparts, 12 
Yards broad, and proportionably high, which join in right 
Angles with the Vallies, and ferve as a ftrong Barrier every- 
where. Whether they had any Palifadoes upon them *» 
uncertain: but without them they are capable of flopping 
an Enemy •, which they had Caufe to be apprehenfive of* 
by its Neighbourhood to the German Ocean, from whence 
the Saxons gave them many Alarms. 

Dr. Burton was at the Expcnce to have 'the Whole of thefe 
Works meafur'd and planned out •, a Map of which has been 
exhibited to the Society (feeTAB. IX.); but, uponmy fhewing 
a correct Copy of the Draught to Lord Burlington, his Lord r 
fhip order*d me to get the Survey of the Road leading from 
thence through his Park at Londesburgb to the Divifion into 
two added to the former Plan ; by which a Courfe of fome 

C c c c Mfe, 
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Miles, and many Thoufands more Acres on both Sides the 
Road arc given. 

F. Drake. 



XXIV. A Letter from Mr. Jokph Amc& F.R.S. 
and Seer, of the Soc. Antiquar* to C. Mor- 
timer M. D. Seer. R. S. concerning a Plica 
Polonica. 

Good Sir y 
Rtad May rt^UNE the 2 2d, 1 746, in the Morning, 
"747- j j^ T ^ fj anm h Coomes y a neat old 

Woman, whofc Hair (or *Plica Tolonica, as it is call'dj 
I fhew'd the Society laft Thurfday, came and gave me 
the following Informations. 

That {he was of a genteel Family in Staffordjhire> 
who had fuffer'd much in the Civil Wars > and that 
her Mother had her Hair grow in the fame manner, 
whofe Maiden Name was Alice Goldfmithh but her 
own Maiden Name was Hannah B unity, born in the 
Hay -marker, in the Parifh of White-Chapel and bap- 
tized at Aldgate on a Saturday the of June, 1645-. 
Her Mother, having fuch fort of Hair, ufed to comb 
hers much to prevent it, till fometimes the Blood 
came: When the was about 14 Years old (he per- 
ceived it to grow thick juft about the back Part of 
her Head, and at length grew to this matted long 
Subftancc I now faw it, of 109 Inches long. She 

fays 



